
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 
WEDDING: Megan Pankhurst and Timothy Bullen were married at St 
Thomas’s on 4 August.  Please pray for their future happiness. 
 
JOHN ‘JOHNTY’ WILLIAMSON: on Friday 3 August John Williamson’s 
ashes were interred in the ashes plot in our church graveyard. The service 
was followed by the ringing of a quarter peel with the bells half muffled, as 
requested by John’s son Simon.  John who lived in Cann Common and was 
an active member of the VPA died in January. Please pray for his family. 
 
DORSET HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST RIDE AND STRIDE:  Jon Dakin 
and Rodney Atwood will be taking part in this event on 8 September and will 
be seeking sponsorship. Half the funds come to St Thomas’s, half to the 
trust. 
 
TEAM RETREAT. A reminder that bookings will close on August 10th and 
need to be fully paid up by August 17th. Enquiries to Michael Pattison, 
m.a.pattison@gmail.com, 01747 852017 
 

GILLINGHAM & SHAFTESBURY SHOW CHURCH TENT If you are able to 
do a short stint in the Church Tent rest area at the Gillingham and 
Shaftesbury Show on Wednesday 15th August please put your name down 
on the rota which should be available in your church. As well as the 
refreshment department there will be 'dove making' for adults and children; 
chatting with folk about "Hatches, Matches & Despatches" and 'blazing the 
trail' for our places or worship and community, so the more help the merrier. 
 
LOST PRPERTY Les Gould still has a dish (a form of comical hunting 
scene) and a tea towel left at Lower Breach Farm after the team service in 
his barn on 29th July. If you are the owner please contact him: 
gould121@btinternet.com 

 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 855255 or 
harrietatwood@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 12th August – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 19th August – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

No service 

 

Sunday 26th August – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Matins 

 
 

mailto:gould121@btinternet.com


Collect  

O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, 
may receive your gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
 

First Reading  1 Kings 19.4-8  

 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat 
down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: ‘It is enough; 
now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.’ Then 
he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel 
touched him and said to him, ‘Get up and eat.’ He looked, and there at his 
head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, 
and lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched 
him, and said, ‘Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for 
you.’ He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food 
for forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.  

 
Second Reading Ephesians 4.25 - 5.2 

 
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our 
neighbours, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. 
Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labour and work honestly with 
their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no 
evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as 
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for 
the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to 
one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in 

love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 
 

Gospel Reading John 6.35,41-51 

 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

 Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now 
say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do not 
complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who 
has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has 
seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 
Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. 
Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh.’  

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all mercy,  

we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacrifice 

which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace:  

by our communion keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel  

and preserve us from all sin;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


